Sojht Virsa

The Relentless Spirit of the Khalsa (4™®H")

Under such ruthless persecution, the Sikhs were left with no option but to leave their homes and take
shelter in the Shivalik (fref&a) Hills, Lakkhi (BH1) jungle, and deserts of Rajputana (7U3T). They

lived under great hardships. The only redeeming feature was the help of Khulasas (Y®™H") who
provided for them secretly by giving individual refuge, or sustenance, in times of dire need.

It was in these times of persecution that the inspiring couplet, “Raj karega Khalsa, aki rahai n koi.
Khvar hoi sabh milairhge, bace saran jo hoi” (S &3dr ¥&H »iiet 9afg & afel y9 Ife Az BT

79fg HIs 1 IfEN). The Khalsa will be victorious from East to West. The Khalsa shall be free and

sovereign and will rule. No one will dare resist its mighty power, after suffering from internal
conflicts, all shall unite. Those in their protection will gain stability and progress.Again, it was during
these times of persecution that the practice of Akhand Path (»ids U'), the uninterrupted reading of

Gurii Granth Sahib, was started. In these Akhand Paths, it was usual for the veterans of Buda Dal (837
) to recite Gurbani while the members of Taruna Dal (336" €%) listened.

During these days of stress, a new vocabulary became current among Sikhs. It demonstrated an
unconquerable will and a hilarious temperament. For them parched grams were Almonds (Badam -
ge™); Onion crusts were Silver pieces (Rupa - 3ur); stale hard Capatis (8U3t) was sweet bread

(Mitha Parshada - fHa™ ugmmT); to go hungry was to be intoxicated (Mastana - HASWT); when there

was no food left in the kitchen, the kitchen was said to be intoxicated with abundance (Langar
Mastana - 339 HAS'ST); to die was to invade the citadel of death (Carar karnd - 93¢t &Ja7); a Sikh

child was called a Bhujangi (37df) or Bhujangan (3AdIE), because he/she moved nimbly like a snake;
and a single Singh was equal to 1,25,000 people (Sava lakh - AT ®Y).

Adapted from: Sirigh, Harbans, The Encyclopedia of Sikhism and The Gurii’s Word & Illustrated
Sikh History
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Ratan Singh Bhangii (35 fiw 3q)
Ratan Singh Bhangi, the author of Panth Prakash (J& y&m), was the grandson of famous Sikh
warrior, Sardar Mahtab Singh Mirarmkotia, (Fee9 HI3™g fiw Higiddham) who delivered justice to
Massa Ranghar (AT Jw3) in the holy precincts of Harimandar (afa¥eq), to liberate it from the
sacrilege created by the raiders. Panth Prakash is considered to be an authentic source of Sikh (fry)

history after the Gurd period, pertaining to the most crucial phase of the Sikh struggle during the
eighteenth century. The author was persuaded by Captain Murray of the British army to compile the
history of the Sikh struggle leading to the establishment of the Khalsa Raj (4&HAT IH). The author

started work on this project in 1809 and completed it in 1841. It is based on interviews, family history
and the information collected by the British and French officers about Pafijab (JA™s). Panth Prakash is

basically an oral history text of the Sikh struggle during the 18" Century.

Ratan Singh Bhangti had no training in historiography, and there were no written accounts available
regarding Sikh History. So he faced a formidable task to complete his project. The text was written in
old Pafijabi verse. Bhai Vir Singh (37t 19 ffw), the great Sikh writer, got it printed in Vazir Hind

(=g fd=) Press, Ammritsar (wifH3H9) in 1914. Balvant Singh Dhillorh (3&<3 fiw &), the editor

of the present volume has done an excellent job of comparing the old hand-written manuscript of
Panth Prakash with the printed edition of Bhai Vir Singh. The edited version contains footnotes to
explain the discrepancies of the old printed editions and the textual material. Singh Brothers have
taken pains to publish and print it in book form.

Panth Prakash is an epic tale of Sikh struggle. It starts abruptly with the exit of French presence in
and around Dill1 (f€&1), the fall of the Maratha (HgaT) empire and the onslaught of the British empire

in northern India. British officers were baffled by the rise of the Sikh empire in Pafjab, and hence
were keen to explore Sikh religion and culture. Thus, a dialogue started between Captain Murray and
the author, who was persuaded to write an account of the Sikh struggle.

Ratan Singh Bhangi traces the history of the Sikh Guriis briefly and explains the need for the creation
of the Khalsa by Gurii Gobind Singh Sahib (Ig difse fAw Afas). In relating the story of Gurii Nanak
Sahib (I aax Afa), Bhangu seeks to establish that the Gurd was indeed a special representative
of Vahigurti. He thinks that he was the essence of all incarnations and had an edge over them all. This
theory is in accord with the one propounded in the compositions of bards which forms an epilogue to
the Gurz Granth. His interpretation of the mission of Gurti Nanak Sahib, which he propounds in the
context of Gurd’s travels, is nearest to the original and depicts Sikhi as the faith of a modern person.
The basic concern of Guri Nanak Sahib, according to him was, to seek adherents to Truth and
Vahigurt alone and to eliminate the worship of ‘pretender gods’ and abjuring belief in false faiths.
The universal concerns of Guru Nanak are emphasised by him.

Panth Prakash is the only source of the historical account of Banda Singh and the establishment of
Sikh rule in the Pafijab. The revolution started with the victories of Banda Singh Bahadar (&' fRw

FI7ed), was short-lived as he lost support of Mata Sundari (H3" Hedt) and a faction of the Sikhs,
known as Tat Khalsa (33 ¥&H). In fact, Sikh historians have not done justice to the role played by

Banda in liberating Pafijab and creating an egalitarian society based on Sikh principles. It was a
promising Khalsa democracy which could not survive even for a decade. The crucial phase of Sikh
struggle leading to the consolidation of power in the form of Sikh confederacies (Misals - fHA®) in

Pafijab forms the core of Panth Prakash. The Sikh were fighting against the Mughals, Abdalis and

© 2013 Sikh Research Institute Printable Resources



Sojht Virsa

Durranis to liberate Pafijab. They left their homes and hearths, and were hiding in the jungles. It was a
fight for survival. Harimandar Sahib was blown up to destroy the Sikh center of inspiration and
spiritual power.

It is fascinating to read the sterling role played by Navab Kapiir Singh (578 Iyd fAw) and Jassa
Singh Ahlavalia (FAr fAw »rageinm) in guiding the Sikh affairs. The Sikh holocausts known as
Chota and Vada Ghalaghara (27 3 <37 wHuwgT) are described by Ratan Singh Bhangi. The
internal quarrels among Sikh confederacies also find some mention, as does Baghel Singh’s (W%
fAw) conquest of Dilli (fé&) and his establishing of the Sikh Gurduaras there. It was a high tide of
Sikh power. The author gives a fair account of Marathas, Rohilas (§fg®) and their association with
Sikh Sardars. Most of these conflicts ended in loot, plunder or conspiracies. It was a period when the
Mughal Empire lost its vitality and the British East Indian Company advanced as a sovereign power
to establish its rule over India. The role of Sis-Satluj (A3®H) Sikh states to checkmate the progress of

RanjTt Singh and his siding with the British does not find a mention. The author has failed to mention
the current affairs of Sikh Raj, established by Ranjit Singh. The formation of Phulkiarh (S%ani)

states and the role played by Ala Singh (& fRw) in Sikh affairs, however, do find a mention in
Panth Prakash.

Sr1 Gur Panth Prakash (Ht 319 dg yam)

The text, composed by Ratan Singh Bhangi discusses the historical accounts of the Khalsa Panth. By
establishing the history of the Misal era in an accurate manner and developing the unwritten Sikh
tradition into the written form, Bhangt has provided the Panth with a valuable and unparalleled
source of history and social context. His social and historic background helped him in becoming a
great author of the Sikh Panth. Because of the context of his family associations and social
background he has quoted a lot of facts in his book. Ratan Singh was the paternal grandson of Shahid
Bhat Mahtab Singh Mirarhkotia (of the Mahtab Singh, Sukha Singh and Massa Ranghar fame) and
the maternal grandson of Sardar Sham Singh, Jathedar, Karorsinghia Misal (A9e9 AH fAw, AETw,

s fHAw).

frmy fRw & €933 935 fRw far oHI /it soRa f3ar faR High a2 gl
Siam Singh ke dohtare Ratan Singh jis nam. SrT sudhasar dig jise mirarh kot gram.

He clearly mentions in his creation that he gathered the historic information in oral form from his
family. Besides this, he collected the historic events in the unwritten form from his ancestors and
those people who fought in the Sikh-Afgan battle. In the battle his mother and grandmother were also
badly hurt and had to change their appearance in order to survive enemies. In this way Ratan Singh
has been able to put before us historical facts which he inherited from his ancestors.

There exist many purposes behind the composition of this text. The first, and probably the most
important one, was to inform the British regarding the true import of the Sikh Community and Sikh
Vision. In Bhangi’s view, the Sikh Raj was eminent in the sense of reality, glory and tradition. The
author has mentioned in the text that the British General Sir David Ochtorloney was deputed as the
political resident by the British government during the times when the British ruled Dill1 and till the
time they defeated the Marathas. At that time a British army officer named Capt. (Dr.) Murray was
posted at Ludhiana (&famaT) and, under the resident of Dilli, was in charge of the political issues of

Ludhiana and Ambala (#f&&). After their victory over Dilli, the British had a surreptitious plan to
capture Pafijab. But before starting the struggle with the Khalsa Raj, they wanted to acquaint
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themselves regarding the background of the Sikhs as they were keen to know how the Sikhs were able
to establish their Patshahi (USH) after defeating the Dilli Darbar (8989). Therefore, David

Ochtorloney ordered Capt. Murray to get accurate information collected about Sikh history. Capt.
Murray, in turn, entrusted the task of writing the history of the Khalsa Panth to a Muslim writer of
FarsT descent, a certain Biite Shah (g2 A). But Capt. Murray wanted to get its authenticity checked

by someone who really knew the facts, so as to segregate the truth from the untruth. Bhat Ratan Singh
used to visit the British court daily at that time. Murray showed the version composed by Biite Shah
to him and Bhai Sahib has quoted the entire episode as follows:

Ht goH & BeH diwtl 3¢ Ao FB<t AE Bid|

mari hukam lai udam kiyo. biite shahi maulvi sad liyo.
foufs fazfa R sovm fRufs ot 83ust faumd
likhani kitabi usai pharmayo. singhani k1 utpati likhayo....
St sefadt o & a8 Bfs afg of3 7 f633 381

ust kacahirT ham the gae. suni yahi bati su cintat bhae.

wfg ¥t I HABHS| afg fdgnifs AR &9 Tums|

yahi maulavi hai musalman. kabi hindiiani jasu karai bakhan.

afg drfe a1 vt A 8R & faftmr afufa feum

kar gosti ham mari samjhayo. us ka likhia hamihi dikhayo.

€r a 2y ofy 3 8ot few a% YA adt & A

us ko dekh hami bat ucart. in gal Khalse kaht na sarf.

After reading Bate Shah’s version, Bhai Ratan Singh told Capt. Murray that Bate Shah had not
presented the entire picture and had misquoted the facts. Bhat Sahib was aware of all the aspects that
the Muslims, who had been defeated so badly, would never write about the true essence of the Sikhs.
And regarding Hindus he knew that if a Hindu of high caste were assigned the job of writing, he
would never quote the heroic deeds of the Sikhs who belonged to the lower caste. He informed the
Capt. about this, who asked Bhat Sahib to narrate the true account of the origin of the Sikhs.

B 1ot one i3 3w Hfo 2fg o g&ifel
so mar1 hamaro mit bhayo. muhi pheri kahayo bulai.

fafy fsufs 3t ysr| f3fH 3fH BT faufel
jimi utipati bhai Khalse. timi tumi dehu likhai.

Besides acquainting the British regarding the origin and development of the Sikhs, it is apparent that
Ratan Singh had other aims behind the writing of the book, and this can be clearly perceived from the
text.

The covert determination of writing was to manifest the high morale and rising spirit of the Khalsa
Panth. Indeed, the title of the text ‘Sr1 Gur Panth Prakash’ in itself is sufficient to understand the
aspiration of the writer in revealing the illumination of the Khalsa Panth. In fact, the text reflects the
attainment of the royal strength of the Khalsa Panth. At various steps he has endeavored to inscribe
the Sikh faith, character, tradition, ideology and true rules of conduct. The big question for Capt.
Murray before Bhangii was to answer “How was it possible for the Sikhs to establish their Patshahi”?
The interesting point to be noted here is that to answer the above question the writer thought it
necessary to render a detailed description of the credentials of the Panth, right from the brief
biography of the Guriis and their deeds, to the movement of Banda Singh Bahadar, the struggle of the
post Banda period and a history of the Sikh Misals, etc. He succeeds in proving the fact that no single
man or single event was responsible for the establishment of Patshahi of the Sikhs and it was with the

© 2013 Sikh Research Institute Printable Resources



Sojht Virsa

Vahigurd’s (Jdg) grace, as well as the sacrifice of the community, that they were able to endure

and ultimately attain political sovereignty. The writer, in order to describe the aim of this socio-
political movement, has presented the chain of events pertaining to the marvelous deeds of great
Shahids (FJYE) in such a way that it has become an important and inseparable part of his description.

The Sakhis (AH) which he has described are Sakhi Tara Singh Shahid ki (At 37 fRw AdtE &),
Sakhi Navab Kapar Singh ki (At &g aug fAw o), Sakhi Bhai Mant Singh Shahid ki (At 3Tt
Hot fRw mdte &), Sakhi Khalse nal Hakiimat de vair di (At ¥R 5% JgH3 € <9 &) (Khani
Navab ki - ¥g &<7g ot), Sakhi Mahtab Singh te Rai Singh Mirarnkotie Bhangt ki (At Has fiw 3
Ife fiw Higiace dar &), Sakhi Bota Singh Shahid ki (At 837 fRw mdtE &), Sakhi Bhai Sukkha
Singh ji ki BahadarT ki (At 37t Fur fRw t &t ggredt at), Sakhi Mahtab ke Kot ki (Fnft Ha3™g &
de dt), Sakhi Khalse ke Buhar ki te Singharh di dasha ki (At w&R & 989 ot 3 fifwt &t =rr &),
Sakhi Subeg Singh Jambar ki (At H8ar fRw H=9 &), Sakhi Bhai Tari Singh Bhujangi Bidehi
Shahid ki (At 37t 319 fiw gHaft feedt Adte aft), Sakhi Mahtab Singh ki Shahidi ki (At HaS™™
fRw st mdtet ), Sakhi Jassa Badh ki (At #H ¥0 &ff), Sakhi Ghallighare Parol Kathuke ki (At
WBWT US® FEA &), Sakhi Ram Rauni ki (At 91 J&t &), Sakhi Kaura Mal ki Bahadar ki ate
Shah Navaz de maran di (At a3 HS &t ggredt ot M3 H'T 391 € HIs <), Sakhi SrT Ammritsar ji
ki (At Ht »ify3Ag #t &), Sakhi Ahmad Shah aur Sukkha Singh ki (At wigHe \'g w9 BT fiw o)
(Sukkha Singh ki Shahidi di — Hur fiw off mfEt &), Sakhi Kaura Mal di Shahidi di (At 337 1 &t
AatEt &) (Judh vic - gu fe9), Sakhi Sarhind lutpe ki (At AIfdE ®e& ), Sakhi Hathid Singh
Shahid ki (At gg fAw mdte &ft), Sakhi Mit Singh Shahid ki (At fHz fiw mdle &), Sakhi Mir
Manni te us di Maut ki (At Hig Hg 3 B8R & 13 dt), Sakhi Ghaliighare Maler aur Kup Rahire ki
(At wBWR HBT W9 FU 3faT at) (Vade Ghaltighare di — @8 w@WS &), Sakhi Birararh te phir (At
fagg’ 3 fed), Kapiire de Phahe lagan di (Eﬂﬁ € TJ &6 &), Sakhi Morinde Katal ki (At Hf93
&3% o) (Morinde te Rangrarh da Badh — Hfd3 3 Jaret = =m).

From these Shahidts, began the victory of the Khalsa . These have been mentioned uptil the victory of
Sirhind by the Khalsa. The main topic ends here. But this is the only historical document that has
mentioned that the Chote Sahibzade (8¢ Afagm=) were executed by torturing them with swords. It is

mentioned here for reference:
feza adt 79 TAe Afs 394 3T USfHs|

itak kaht jab dust suni turk bhae parsinn

23 wrE J=3 »iiE €8 & 39H Ha 130

pharairm ghasttairh hovatairh ano unai na taras man.30.

I3 897 § 29 fex @91 © 33 I a9 fagg 391

huto uhar tho chara ik varo. dai gaide heth kar zibah daro.
33< 3<¢ I fiv Bsfel feu Higdg ofe ©8 a3 &fe 13al

taraph tavaph gaT jind udai. im shirkhor dui dae kat 1ai.31.

He has also covered the attitude of Gulab Rai (I®= IfE), Nirafjanias’ (fedaratar), Hundalias’
(J3%rm), Gangiishahis® (@A) and others who tried to harm Sikhs by establishing “Gurli(doms)”.

He explains some more incidents thereafter, and makes Ahmad Shah say things in the glory of the
Khalsa. In the end, he describes Sham Singh’s (A™H fRw) Misal, the victory of Baghel Singh (S

fRw) on Dilli. He has shown how the Dilli Badshah (8/eHJ) was impressed by the Khalsa victories.
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