Sojht Virsa

Grade: 7

Course: Virsa (fegrr)

Lesson Number: 4

Unit Name: The Tradition of Martyrdom
Title: Women of the Early 18" Century

Standards
Standard 1: The Tradition of Martyrdom
e Students describe the history and times of the great Sikh (f) martyrs of the 18" century.

o Students learn the importance of, and lessons learned from the two 18" Century
holocausts (Ghallighara - wBwra). In addition, students will be introduced to a host of
other martyrs, including Hakikat Rai (gelia3 7€), Bota Singh (837 fiw), Garja Singh
@< friw), Bhat Tard Singh (37 39 fw), and the Khalsa (¥%HAT) Women, amongst
others. Emphasis should be placed on the specific importance of their contribution.

Objectives
1. In this lesson, students will be introduced to the important Sikh women of the early 18"

century who struggled to maintain the Cahrdi Kala of the Panth (dg <t I3t TF).

2. Students will understand the important political and military contributions of Mata Sundar
Kaur (H3™ Hed dd) {lovingly known as Mata Sundar}, Bibi Antip Kaur (et nigu &9),
Mata Bhag Kaur (H3' 37T &9), Bibi Dip Kaur (st €U &), and the women in Mir Mannd’s
(HiT Hg) jail.

Prerequisites
e Students should have some knowledge about Mata Sundar Kaur and Mata Bhag Kaur.

Materials
e The book entitled “Ithasik Sikh Nariam” (fesufra fAy aarf) (see Teacher Resources for
bibliographic information)
e Blackboard or chart paper, and writing material

Advanced Preparation

e The teacher should gain knowledge about the women mentioned above from the resources
included.

e These resources offer some general information regarding the women to be studied in this
lesson but, in order to get an in-depth understanding of the lives and contributions of the
women mentioned above, the teacher is encouraged to read the second section entitled
“Vishesh Bir Narfarh te Raniam” (feRm Hi9 a9t 3 3@ the text “Ithasik Sikh Nariam”
(fezafha fma sdtt’) by Dr. Giani Bhajan Singh (famrat 3w fAw) and Giani Pritam Kaur
(famrst yisH dg).

Engagement (15-20 minutes)
e Greet students and give them a couple of minutes to settle down and take out their notebooks.
e Write down the words “Ideal Sikh Woman” on the board.

e Ask students to close their eyes and imagine the ideal Sikh woman.
0 What does she look like?
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What is she wearing?

Where is she?

What is she doing?

What are her interests?

What are things that she’s involved in?

What is her manner of walking, standing or sitting?

Ask students to come up with an image of a Sikh woman in their minds, in a couple of
minutes.

Now ask students to describe what they imagined.

Write down their replies on the board or chart paper in short note form.

©Oo0oo0o0O0O0

Exploration (35 minutes)

Get students to split up into groups of at least 5 people. These groups will be the “home

groups” for this assignment.

Assign each student a number between one and five.

Students with the same number will form *“expert groups” in which they will learn about one

of the four women or the women in Mir Manna’s jail (some information about these women

is included in the Teacher Resources but teachers are encouraged to do their own research

and provide further resources for students if possible).

Get students to split up into their expert groups and study the literature on Mata Sundar Kaur,

Bib1 Anaip Kaur, Mata Bhag Kaur, Bibt Dip Kaur and the women in Mir Manna’s jail.

Make sure each group answers the following questions in their research:

0 Who is the Sikh woman you are studying?

o What significant contribution did she make to the Sikh Panth (&)?

0 Why do we need to remember her as an important Sikh historical figure?

0 What values and ideals did she live her life by and what values does she inspire in us
today?

When the expert groups have done their research and answered the questions above, they

should reassemble in their home groups and share their knowledge.

Explanation/ Extension (5-10 minutes)

Redirect the students’ attention to the answers that students gave at the beginning of the class.

Ask them if they would like to change or add anything, and make the necessary changes to

the notes on the board.

As the students contribute their replies, the teacher should ask the students:

0 What, about the women that you studied today, inspired you or made you think about
Sikh women in a new or interesting way? (Ask students to provide specific examples
such as Antp Kaur’s bravery and commitment to participate in the saint-soldier lifestyle
sets an example of women asserting equal rights; by displaying behavior and values
traditionally associated with men, such as courage and strength in battle, she
demonstrates that women have been allowed to participate in Sikh society in a number of
non-traditional ways.)

Evaluation (On-going)

Students write a paragraph on the contributions of Sikh women using the notes on the board.

They should be answering the question:
0 What are the qualities of a Sikh woman? Are they different from the qualities of a Sikh
man?
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Teacher Resources

e Historical Sikh Events: Great Holocaust (Vada Ghaliighara), All about Sikhs, February 11",
2007.http://mwww.allaboutsikhs.com/Sikh-History/Historical-Sikh-Events-The-Great-
Holocaust-Wadda-Ghalug.html

e Historical Sikh Events: Lesser Holocaust (Chota Ghaliighara), All about Sikhs, February 11",
2007.http://www.allaboutsikhs.com/Sikh-History/Historical-Sikh-Events-Lesser-
Holocaust.html

o Khalsa Women, All About Sikhs, February 11" 2007. http://www.allaboutsikhs.com/Sikh-
History/Khalsa-Women.html

e Mata Sundari JT, All About Sikhs, February 11", 2007. http://www.allaboutsikhs.com/sikh-
history/mata-sundari-ji.html

e Mai Bhago, All About Sikhs, February 11" 2007. http://www.allaboutsikhs.com/Sikh-
History/Mai-Bhago.html

e Dr. Singh, Bhajan & Kaur, Pritam. Bhag Daja: Vishesh Bir Nariam te Raniam, Ithasik Sikh
Nariarh. Dillt: National Book Shop, 2003. (p 177-219)

Mata Sundari (H3* Hedl)
Mata Sundarf was the wife of Gurd Gobind Singh Sahib (318 difse fiw Afas) (1666-1708). She was
the daughter of Bhai Ram Saran (3 IH AJs), a Kumarav Khatri (@H9< u3d1) of Bijvara
(fem=m3T), in present-day Hoshiarpur (Sfmaus) district of the Paiijab (JAms). She was married to
Gurii Gobind Singh Sahib at Anandpur Sahib (»@eud Afag) on 4 April 1684. On 26 January 1687,
at Paurita (UB2T), she gave birth to Sahibzada Ajit Singh (Ffagmer w3 fARw), the eldest son of
Gura Gobind Singh Sahib.

Following the evacuation of Anandpur Sahib on the night of 6 December 1705, Mata Sundari, along
with Mata Sahib Kaur (W3 Afag &), was escorted by Bhai Mani Singh (3t Hat fRw) to Dilli

(f€Sh). She rejoined Guri Gobind Singh Sahib in 1706 at Talvandi Sabo (3®%<st A™H), where she

heard the news of the martyrdom of the four Sahibzadas and also of the demise of her aged mother-
in-law, Mata Gujri (H3T giidt). She went back to stay at Dillt while Gurii Gobind Singh Sahib left

TalvandT Sabo for the South.

After the passing away of Gurid Gobind Singh Sahib at Nander (8€3) in October 1708, the Sikhs
(fre) looked up to her for guidance. She appointed Bhat Mani Singh to manage the sacred shrines at
Ammritsar (“fy3A9) and also commissioned him to collect the writings of Guri Gobind Singh

Sahib. Mata Sundari died in 1747 in Dilli. A memorial in her honor stands in the compound of
Gurduara Bala Sahib (I@enaT & ATdd), New Dilli.

Adapted from: http://www.allaboutsikhs.com/sikh-history/mata-sundari-ji.html

Mai Bhago (W€ 3%t) — Bhiag Kaur (39T a9)
Mai Bhago was a descendant of Pherii Shah (89 HJ), the younger brother of Bhai Laurhga (Fam)
who converted to Sikhi (fefl) during the life of Gurli Arjan Sahib (39 »9#a Afgg). Born in her
ancestral village of Jhabbal (SE%) in present-day Ammritsar district of the Pafijab, she was married to
Nidhan Singh of PattT (de1). Overall, she was a staunch Sikh by birth and upbringing.

Her story begins in a moment where Mughals and hill-chiefs had surrounded Anandpur Sahib and
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were demanding it be evacuated. The Mughals promised that anyone who renounced their allegiance
as Sikhs of Gurii Gobind Singh Sahib would be left untouched. A group of 40 Sikhs, led by Maharh
Singh (HT' fAw), decided to take that route and told Gurii Gobind Singh Sahib that they no longer

belonged to him.

Gurt Gobind Singh Sahib accepted their decision and asked them to record this renunciation in a
document. After the forty Sikhs signed this document, they left Gurii Gobind Singh Sahib and
returned to their homes. Upon their return, Mai Bhago learned of their abandonment of Guri Gobind
Singh Sahib and was distressed to hear that some of the Sikhs of her neighborhood had deserted their
Gurt. So Mai1 Bhago took action and began an inspirational movement. She rallied the deserters of
the Guri, and together, they traveled to reunite with their leader.

Meanwhile, Guri Gobind Singh Sahib evacuated the fort of Anandpur Sahib, and his children were
lost in the confusion. The two youngest sons, Baba Joravar Singh (f9'<g fRw) and Baba Phatah

Singh (83T fAw), went along with their grandmother (mother of Gurii Gobind Singh Sahib).
Meanwhile, the elder two Baba Ajit Singh (13 fAw) and Baba Jujhar Singh (@59 fRw) were with
their father. At the battle of Camkaur (8H39), the Gurii’s elder sons attained martyrdom, and the
Gura accompanied by five Sikhs, was evacuated from there. While traveling in the Malva (H&<")
region he was hotly pursued by Mughal forces of Aurangzeb (#Jams).

Traveling day and night in the Jungles of Malva region, imperial Mughal forces were in constant
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pursuit of the Gurii. Gurii Gobind Singh Sahib reached the village of Khidrana (fee9'a") when Mai
Bhago and the men she was leading, known as Cali Mukte (8% Ha3), stopped near the pool of

Khidrana where an imperial army, in pursuit of Guri Gobind Singh Sahib, was about to overtake him.
They challenged the pursuing host and fought. Now this batteground is known as Muktsar (HISHAJ)

Sahib.

Her hut in Jinvara (fA&<™T) has now been converted into Gurduara Tap Asthan (JFENTT 3U MAES)
Mai Bhago. A hall within the compound of Takht Hazitir Sahib (343 ggd Afad) at Nander is devoted
to her, and Haziir Sahib marking the site of her residence is known as Bunga (gdr) Mai Bhago.
Images courtesy: www.sikh-history.com

Khalsa (§7&HA") Women
Introduction
Without any doubt, Sikh women have played an equal part in the struggle to keep alive the Khalsa
ideals and beliefs. Sikh women worked as a silent majority in the background and sometimes, as in
the case of MaT Bhago (M€t 37t), exceeded the Khalsa men in warfare. But one of the most important

duties of the Khalsa women was to raise the Khalsa children who kept the community alive. In
Pafijabi (dAmet) society, children often hear stories from their grandmother, mother, aunts, etc. This
builds their character. The Chote Sahibzade (8¢ Afasa), (the younger sons of Gurii Gobind Singh
Sahib) were raised on the stories of sacrifices of their great grandfather Gurai Arjan Sahib, and their
grandfather Guri Teghbahadar Sahib (g 3drgged Afad) by their grandmother, Mata Gujri ji

(mother of Gura Gobind Singh Sahib). Consequently, when their turn came, they happily sacrificed
their lives, even though they were only seven and nine years old. This alone was the most amazing,
glorious and defining moment of the future of Sikhs. Seven and Nine year olds were following the
will of Vahiguri as taught by Gurd Nanak Sahib (39 & Afag). After this incident, Sikh women,

men, and children put their whole effort to save their ideals and beliefs.

Mir Manni’s (Hig Hg) Atrocities and the Bravery of the Sikh Women

In 1748 A.D. Mughals appointed Mir Manna (Hig H&) as Governor or Subedar (F8€) of Lahaur
(®39) and also as Navab (3=mg) of Multan (H®3's). Mir Mannd, in order to pacify Hindus, appointed
a Khatr1 (&=t) Hindu of Lahaur, named Kaura Mal (33" H®), as his Divan (@) (minister). Mir
Manna started deploying his terror tactics. First of all, he ordered an army of more than 30,000
Mughals at Lahaur to finish off the Sikhs. The Mughal Army swept the countryside and killed any
Sikh they found. Thousands of women, men and children were arrested and brought to Lahaur. At

that time, the Sikh population was so small that it affected their numbers. Then, he ordered that all
Sikh women in jails be provided with a specially made grinding instrument, named Caki (&), to
grind 1% man (A=T HE) of flour. Sikh women would happily sing the Sabads of Gura Nanak Sahib
and grind flour the whole day, but they did not accept conversion to Islam as the condition for their
freedom. When he saw that hard labour did not deter Sikh women from their faith, Mir Manna
ordered that all Sikh infants, who were with their mothers in the jail, be killed right away; only those
who accepted Islam as their new religion were to be spared. About three hundred infant Sikhs were
killed by Mughals at this time, and their dead bodies were given back to their mothers, yet not even a
single Sikh mother embraced Islam. The atrocities, committed on the Sikh women by the Mughal
government, were so great that in 1750, Chief of Buda Dal (88" %), Kapir Singh (yd fHw) and his
500 or so men attacked Lahaur in disguise of Sufi (H<T) Saints to kill Mir Manni, who, however,

escaped. In 1753, Mir Manna died a very horrible death after suffering in bed for a whole month. At
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the same time, Kaptir Singh attacked Lahaur again, and this time was able to free all the prisoners at
these jails. The sacrifice of these Khalsa women was so great that it has become a part of the daily
Ardas of the Sikhs: jinarh Singhniarh ne sava sava man de pisan pise, bacciam de tote tote kara ke
galarh vic pavae, par Dharam na haria (fiat fRWE 3 A FeT HE @ WiRs WA, gfoni @ 22 22 a9
d % feg uSE, Ug TaH & Jrfanrn)

Excerpts from: The Encyclopedia of Sikhism by Harbans Singh.

Note: Teachers should place the brutality of Mir Manni’s in the context of the 18" century
Ghaligharas. For more information on these events, the teacher is encouraged to look at the websites
noted above.

Bibi Anip Kaur (nigy 33)
Family background
Anap Kaur was born to Nihal Singh (fsaw® fRw), who belonged to a family that lived in a village

near Anandpur Sahib, in the Malva belt. The family joined the Sikh faith during the time of Gura
Harigobind Sahib and settled in Anandpur Sahib during the time of Gura Teghbahadar Sahib. The
family also took Ammrit (#f3) in 1699 from the original Pafij Piare (07 fumma).

Anap Kaur’s family wanted her to be a traditional woman who concentrated upon the management of
the household and children, but Andip Kaur was more attracted by the Saint-Soldier lifestyle. Instead
of wearing the traditional Salvar Kamiz (F%<9 &HiHE) worn by women, she wore the long Kurta-

Pajami (@337 uA™) generally worn by men at the time.

She helped out in the Langar ($d9) and participated in the small battles fought at Anandpur Sahib.

Her parents wanted her to get married but she wanted to remain in the service of Gura Sahib instead
of taking on her own household responsibilities.

While Gura Sahib was engaged in battle at Anandpur Sahib, Anap Kaur led the women in distributing
rations to the Sikh army and, when Gura Sahib left Anandpur Sahib, she accompanied his family. At
Sarsa (AIA"), she was separated from her companions but when she found out that Gura Sahib was in

Camkaur (@H39), she began to make her way towards the fort and was joined by a few other Sikhs.
This company came into conflict with a section of Navab Sher Muhammad (5=T9 A9 HJHE)
Malerkotla’s (H&Ide®") army. Most of the Sikhs were martyred in this conflict and the injured Anip

Kaur was kidnapped by the Navab. The Navab attempted to seduce Anap Kaur and make her his
wife, but she took a dagger and stabbed herself in the chest before she could be violated.

We know of Antap Kaur and her bravery because when she passed away, the Navab had her body
buried according to Muslim customs. When Banda Singh Bahadar (S=¥ fRw =g=d) came to

Malerkotla, he had her body dug up and cremated according to Sikh customs and his actions were
recorded in Sikh history. If it were not for Banda Singh Bahadar, we may never have know of Anap
Kaur.

Bibi Dip Kaur (gt €U a9)
Bibi Dip Kaur was born in a village near Kartarpur (&93<uUd) called Dialpur (fen®usg). Her father’s
name was Shama Shah (A4 HrJ) and her mother’s name was Rukmani (§aHat). In 1704, her parents
settled her marriage to a young man named Karma (&3Hr), the son of Labh Cand (&% d<) from
Kartarpur.
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When news of Guri Sahib’s departure from Anandpur Sahib reached Labh Cand’s family, Karma
was sent to find out the word of the Guri’s family. When he reached Sabo ki Talvandi (A8 aft

3%<31) and saw the vigour and energy of Guri Gobind Singh Sahib despite losing his mother, Karma
was inspired to take Ammrit (#f43) and became Karam Singh (&3H frw).

Dip Kaur’s family wanted to break off her engagement with Karam Singh after he became
Ammritdhari, but Dip Kaur insisted that she would not marry anyone else. On her way back from a
trip to Kartarpur with her friend, Dip Kaur was kidnapped by a Pathan (U&s), but a company of

Singhs helped her escape and return to her village, Dialpur. Her family were so impressed by the
bravery of the Singhs that they changed their mind about her engagement to Karam Singh and
allowed her to marry him.

Karam Singh went on to become the Jathedar (A8€W) of the Doaba Sikh Lahir (gnrsr fAy %fa9)

and his house became a meeting place for Sikhs who were served Langar and accommodated by Dip
Kaur. In her marital family, Dip Kaur began to reform attitudes toward women. She thought that
women could not only contribute to society by performing household chores, they could also do many
of the things that men could do, and so she began to work towards greater freedom for women.

Dip Kaur began to venture out of the inner house or andarlz havel7 (»feg®t I=®t) and into the outer
house or baharli havelr (S7d9®! I<&!) with the permission of her husband and his family. She would
consult with other Sikh Jathas (A8T) and help her husband with his administrative duties. She felt that

women should be allowed to fight in battle just as men did, so she developed a Jatha of women in
Kartarpur and taught them Shastar Vidia (FR39 fefenm) so that they could help defend their village

and help the men in times of need. Women, who had never thought of fighting, began to pick up
sticks, spears and swords and learned to use them with skill. At first, this movement was looked down
upon by the older generation, but Dip Kaur won acceptance and even praise through her patient and
humble perseverance.

Under the persecution of the Mughal government in the early 1700s, Karam Singh and his family
were instrumental in terms of combating the Mughal army and providing relief for injured and
displaced Sikh men and women. Dip Kaur went to Anandpur Sahib and began to help the Sikh
families driven from their homes by the Mughal government. She stayed here for about four or five
years and looked after the injured and displaced Sikhs who had come to seek refuge.

Dip Kaur’s hushand died defending Ammritsar (»f43Fg) from an attack by the Mughals, but instead

of mourning his death, she celebrated his martyrdom and was proud of him for defending his faith.
She raised her son, Phatah Singh (@39 fw) to follow the Saint-Soldier lifestyle that both his parents

lived by, so that he could take on the responsibilities of leading the Jatha at Kartarpur. She spent her
final days in Kartarpur.

Adapted from: Sirgh, Harbans, The Encyclopedia of Sikhism and http://www.allaboutsikhs.com/Sikh-
History/Khalsa-Women.html
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Mata Sundari (3" Hedt)
Mata Sundarf was the wife of Gurd Gobind Singh Sahib (318 difde frw Afas) (1666-1708). She was
the daughter of Bhai Ram Saran (3 IH AJs), a Kumarav Khatri (@H9< u3dl) of Bijvara
(femema), in present-day Hoshiarpur (Sffays) district of the Pafijab (JAms). She was married to
Gura Gobind Singh Sahib at Anandpur Sahib (»ideus ATfas) on 4 April 1684. On 26 January 1687,
at Paurita (U82T), she gave birth to Sahibzada Ajit Singh (Ffagmer w3 fARw), the eldest son of
Gura Gobind Singh Sahib.

Following the evacuation of Anandpur Sahib on the night of 6 December 1705, Mata Sundari, along
with Mata Sahib Kaur (W37 Afag &9), was escorted by Bhai Mani Singh (37t Hat fAw) to Dillt

(fg&h). She rejoined Guri Gobind Singh Sahib in 1706 at Talvandi Sabo (3%<s! A™®), where she

heard the news of the martyrdom of the four Sahibzadas and also of the demise of her aged mother-
in-law, Mata Gujrt (H3T giidt). She went back to stay at Dilli while Gurii Gobind Singh Sahib left

Talvandi Sabo for the South.

After the passing away of Gurii Gobind Singh Sahib at Nander (3€3) in October 1708, the Sikhs
(fr) looked up to her for guidance. She appointed Bhat Mant Singh to manage the sacred shrines at
Ammritsar (“fy3A9) and also commissioned him to collect the writings of Guri Gobind Singh

Sahib. Mata Sundari died in 1747 in Dilli. A memorial in her honor stands in the compound of
Gurduara Bala Sahib (I9emaT % Afad), New Dilli.

Adapted from: http://www.allaboutsikhs.com/sikh-history/mata-sundari-ji.html

Mai Bhago (H€1 37dt) — Bhag Kaur (37T &9)
Mai Bhago was a descendant of Pherii Shah (89 HJ), the younger brother of Bhai Laurhga (Fam)
who converted to Sikhi (ffl) during the life of Gurli Arjan Sahib (I »@#a Afdg). Born in her
ancestral village of Jhabbal (S¥®) in present-day Ammritsar district of the Pafijab, she was married to
Nidhan Singh of Patt1 (U21). Overall, she was a staunch Sikh by birth and upbringing.

Her story begins in a moment where Mughals and hill-chiefs had surrounded Anandpur Sahib and
were demanding it be evacuated. The Mughals promised that anyone who renounced their allegiance
as Sikhs of Gurti Gobind Singh Sahib would be left untouched. A group of 40 Sikhs, led by Maharh
Singh (HJ' fAw), decided to take that route and told Gurii Gobind Singh Sahib that they no longer

belonged to him.
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Gurii Gobind Singh Sahib accepted their decision and asked them to record this renunciation in a
document. After the forty Sikhs signed this document, they left Gurii Gobind Singh Sahib and
returned to their homes. Upon their return, Mai Bhago learned of their abandonment of Gurt Gobind
Singh Sahib and was distressed to hear that some of the Sikhs of her neighborhood had deserted their
Gurt. So Mai1 Bhago took action and began an inspirational movement. She rallied the deserters of
the Gurd, and together, they traveled to reunite with their leader.

Meanwhile, Guri Gobind Singh Sahib evacuated the fort of Anandpur Sahib, and his children were
lost in the confusion. The two youngest sons, Baba Joravar Singh (F9<9 fRw) and Baba Phatah

Singh (83T fAw), went along with their grandmother (mother of Gurii Gobind Singh Sahib).
Meanwhile, the elder two Baba Ajit Singh (3 fAW) and Baba Jujhar Singh (@59 fRw) were with
their father. At the battle of Camkaur (8H39), the Gurii’s elder sons attained martyrdom, and the
Gurti accompanied by five Sikhs, was evacuated from there. While traveling in the Malva (H®&<T)
region he was hotly pursued by Mughal forces of Aurangzeb (Wdamg).

Traveling day and night in the Jungles of Malva region, imperial Mughal forces were in constant
pursuit of the Gurii. Gurii Gobind Singh Sahib reached the village of Khidrana (faeg/sT) when Mai

Bhago and the men she was leading, known as Cali Mukte (&t Ha3), stopped near the pool of

Khidrana where an imperial army, in pursuit of Gurii Gobind Singh Sahib, was about to overtake him.
They challenged the pursuing host and fought. Now this batteground is known as Muktsar (HI3SHJ)

Sahib.
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Her hut in Jinvara (fAg=797) has now been converted into Gurduara Tap Asthan (JIEET U WAES)
Mai Bhago. A hall within the compound of Takht Hazitir Sahib (343 ggd Afad) at Nander is devoted
to her, and Haziir Sahib marking the site of her residence is known as Bunga (gdr) Mai Bhago.
Images courtesy: www.sikh-history.com

Khalsa (¥&H") WWomen
Introduction
Without any doubt, Sikh women have played an equal part in the struggle to keep alive the Khalsa
ideals and beliefs. Sikh women worked as a silent majority in the background and sometimes, as in
the case of Mai Bhago (Hgt 37dt), exceeded the Khalsa men in warfare. But one of the most important

duties of the Khalsa women was to raise the Khalsa children who kept the community alive. In
Pafijabi (At society, children often hear stories from their grandmother, mother, aunts, etc. This

builds their character. The Chote Sahibzade (8¢ Afaga), (the younger sons of Gurii Gobind Singh

Sahib) were raised on the stories of sacrifices of their great grandfather Gura Arjan Sahib, and their
grandfather Guri Teghbahadar Sahib (g 3drgged Afad) by their grandmother, Mata Gujri ji
(mother of Gura Gobind Singh Sahib). Consequently, when their turn came, they happily sacrificed
their lives, even though they were only seven and nine years old. This alone was the most amazing,
glorious and defining moment of the future of Sikhs. Seven and Nine year olds were following the
will of Vahiguri as taught by Gura Nanak Sahib (Id o7& Afas). After this incident, Sikh women,

men, and children put their whole effort to save their ideals and beliefs.

Mir Manni’s (i3 Hg) Atrocities and the Bravery of the Sikh Women

In 1748 A.D. Mughals appointed Mir Manna (Hig Hg&) as Governor or Subedar (F8€) of Lahaur
(®J9) and also as Navab (3=mg) of Multan (H®3's). Mir Manni, in order to pacify Hindus, appointed
a Khatr1 (@3t) Hindu of Lahaur, named Kaura Mal (83" H®), as his Divan (@) (minister). Mir
Manna started deploying his terror tactics. First of all, he ordered an army of more than 30,000
Mughals at Lahaur to finish off the Sikhs. The Mughal Army swept the countryside and killed any
Sikh they found. Thousands of women, men and children were arrested and brought to Lahaur. At

that time, the Sikh population was so small that it affected their numbers. Then, he ordered that all
Sikh women in jails be provided with a specially made grinding instrument, named Caki (&), to

grind 1% man (A<T HE) of flour. Sikh women would happily sing the Sabads of Gura Nanak Sahib

and grind flour the whole day, but they did not accept conversion to Islam as the condition for their
freedom. When he saw that hard labour did not deter Sikh women from their faith, Mir Manna
ordered that all Sikh infants, who were with their mothers in the jail, be killed right away; only those
who accepted Islam as their new religion were to be spared. About three hundred infant Sikhs were
killed by Mughals at this time, and their dead bodies were given back to their mothers, yet not even a
single Sikh mother embraced Islam. The atrocities, committed on the Sikh women by the Mughal
government, were so great that in 1750, Chief of Buda Dal (83" €8), Kapiir Singh (ayd fAw) and his

500 or so men attacked Lahaur in disguise of Sufi (BE"T) Saints to kill Mir Mannd, who, however,

escaped. In 1753, Mir Mannt died a very horrible death after suffering in bed for a whole month. At
the same time, Kapiir Singh attacked Lahaur again, and this time was able to free all the prisoners at
these jails. The sacrifice of these Khalsa women was so great that it has become a part of the daily
Ardas of the Sikhs: jinarm Singhniarh ne sava sava man de pisan pise, bacciam de tote tote kara ke
galarh vic pavae, par Dharam na haria (fist fRuSt 3 AeT AeT HE @ UiRs UiR, afomi @ 22 22 &
& & few uS'g, Ud UoH & Trfon)
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Excerpts from: The Encyclopedia of Sikhism by Harbans Singh.

Note: Teachers should place the brutality of Mir Manni’s in the context of the 18" century
Ghalagharas. For more information on these events, the teacher is encouraged to look at the websites
noted above.

Bibi Aniip Kaur (nigy )

Family background
Aniip Kaur was born to Nihal Singh (fsg® fAw), who belonged to a family that lived in a village

near Anandpur Sahib, in the Malva belt. The family joined the Sikh faith during the time of Gura
Harigobind Sahib and settled in Anandpur Sahib during the time of Gura Teghbahadar Sahib. The
family also took Ammrit (#fH3) in 1699 from the original Pafij Piare (dA fumig).

Anap Kaur’s family wanted her to be a traditional woman who concentrated upon the management of
the household and children, but Antip Kaur was more attracted by the Saint-Soldier lifestyle. Instead
of wearing the traditional Salvar Kamiz (F®<9 &HiHE) worn by women, she wore the long Kurta

Pajami (@337 uA™) generally worn by men at the time.

She helped out in the Langar ($d19) and participated in the small battles fought at Anandpur Sahib.

Her parents wanted her to get married but she wanted to remain in the service of Gura Sahib instead
of taking on her own household responsibilities.

While Gura Sahib was engaged in battle at Anandpur Sahib, Antp Kaur led the women in distributing
rations to the Sikh army and, when Gura Sahib left Anandpur Sahib, she accompanied his family. At
Sarsa (AIA"), she was separated from her companions but when she found out that Gura Sahib was in

Camkaur (9H39), she began to make her way towards the fort and was joined by a few other Sikhs.
This company came into conflict with a section of Navab Sher Muhammad (578 I HJIHE)
Malerkotla’s (H&Iae®) army. Most of the Sikhs were martyred in this conflict and the injured Anap

Kaur was kidnapped by the Navab. The Navab attempted to seduce Anap Kaur and make her his
wife, but she took a dagger and stabbed herself in the chest before she could be violated.

We know of Aniip Kaur and her bravery because when she passed away, the Navab had her body
buried according to Muslim customs. When Banda Singh Bahadar (¥€' fRw ®ged) came to

Malerkotla, he had her body dug up and cremated according to Sikh customs and his actions were
recorded in Sikh history. If it were not for Banda Singh Bahadar, we may never have know of Anap
Kaur.

Bibi Dip Kaur (st € &)
Bibi Dip Kaur was born in a village near Kartarpur (§33<uUd) called Dialpur (fen®ug). Her father’s
name was Shama Shah (A4 HrJ) and her mother’s name was Rukmani (§aHat). In 1704, her parents
settled her marriage to a young man named Karma (&JHr), the son of Labh Cand (% d<) from
Kartarpur.

When news of Gura Sahib’s departure from Anandpur Sahib reached Labh Cand’s family, Karma
was sent to find out the word of the Guri’s family. When he reached Sabo ki Talvandi (A aft

3%<31) and saw the vigour and energy of Guri Gobind Singh Sahib despite losing his mother, Karma
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