Sojht Virsa

Grade: 8
Course: Virsa (fegrr)

Lesson Number: 13
Unit Name: Singh Sabha (fRw A3") Movement

Title: Introduction to Bhai Vir Singh (37t Sv fiiw)

Standards
Standard 2: Sikh Tensions in the 19" Century
e Students identify the uneasy relationship between the Raj (3™) and the Khalsa (4%Hr).
0 Students will understand the uneasy relationship between these forces: Dalip Singh (€3
fAw), Mutiny of 1857, Sikh enlistment in the army, Singh Sabha (fRw F37) Movement,
Gadar (3/@9) Movement, Babbar Akalis (¥99 ma@®1), Gurduara (I9ead) Reform
Movement, Bhagat Singh and Udham Singh (3913 fRw »3 8ur fRw), etc.

0 Students will understand the two forces within Sikh sociological history—resistance
(Khalsa) versus accommodation and connivance (Dilli Sarkar - f€&t AIaa/Outside

Forces).
Standard 3: The Singh Sabha Movement
o Students identify the social situation when the Singh Sabha began to re-assert the values of
the Gurii (I19).

0 Students identify the various Sikh offshoots and the differences in their ideology with
that of the Khalsa. This section should include present-day groups that have diverted
from the path. Linkages should be drawn between this period and the present day.

Objectives
1. Students will analyze the life and work of Bhai Vir Singh while the Singh Sabha movement

began to re-assert the values of the Guri.

Prereqguisites
e Lessons 8,9, 10 and 11 on Singh Sabha Movement

Materials
e A copy of the readings (In Teacher Resources)
e Journals
e Pencils
e The Book Sundari (Fedt) by Bhai Vir Singh (Paijabi — Uam=t, version)

Advanced Preparation
e Teachers should carefully look over reading and questions, and if possible read the book
Sundari by Bhat Vir Singh.

Engagement (10-15 minutes)
e Bring up with students discussion from previous classes around the importance of education
during the Singh Sabha Movement.
o Ask them if they have thought of different ways they would like to educate Sikhs about Sikhi
(fret) as our Guriis envisioned it.

e Then let the students know and explain how today we will look at a very famous author of
that time.
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Let students guess who you might be discussing. If they guess different writers who they are
correct about, appreciate their answer. Possible choices may be Bhat Kanh Singh Nabha (37t

ag fiw &37), Bhat Vir Singh etc.
If none of your students are able to guess that it is Bhai Vir Singh, show a copy of the novel
Sundart and see if anyone can guess now.

Exploration (35-40 minutes)

Hand out the reading on Singh Sabha movement and significant achievements.

Ask students to read silently. This will be a refresher for them.

Now ask students to make a list of the significant achievements in their journals.

Call on a student to read their list to the entire class and then ask students:

0 How do you think these achievements affected the Sikh community at this time?

Explain that one of the greatest impacts on the Sikh community was the large amount of

literature produced during this time and that is how Bhai Vir Singh fits in.

Also explain how Bhat Vir Singh was well known for his poetry and spiritually enlightened

writing.

Read out aloud or have a student volunteer to read out the Pafijabi reading on Bhat Vir Singh

(in Teacher Resources).

Then have them silently read the English version.

Let them share their thoughts on both of the write-ups

Then read Chapter 1 of Sundarf to students and ask students:

0 Why do they think Bhat Vir Singh was considered one of the greatest Pafijabi poets?

0 What do you think about his style of writing? If you feel students need to hear more, read
another chapter.

Give each student a copy of the two poems to read (In teacher resources). There are no

particular questions to ask.

Just ask the students in general what they thought of Bhai Vir Singh and his poetry?

To ensure students understand the connection between Bhai Vir Singh and Singh Sabha

movement, have students explain Bhat Sahib’s (37t Afgs) contributions to the Singh Sabha

movement.

Explanation/ Extension (5-10 minutes)

Student may work individually or with another student to create their own short spiritual
poem.

Students may also read additional chapters of Sundari. Teacher could also expose students to
other novels of Bhai Vir Singh like Bijai Singh (fgr fiw), Satvant Kaur (F3<3 d9), and

Baba Naudh Singh (37 3u fRw).

Evaluation (On-Going)

Teachers may collect poems to evaluate or give points for discussion.
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Teacher Resources

Singh Sabha (ffwr A8T) Movement and significant achievements
The Singh Sabha Movement was a part of the great Sikh (fAy) revitalization of the mid-19™ century.

The leaders of this movement believed that the values of the East and the West should blend together
instead of being in conflict with each other. The leaders of the Singh Sabha Movement wanted to use
the advantages and many innovations of the British. They urged all Sikhs to assimilate the merits of
Western thought and scholarship. They rightly felt that the prejudice against Western ideas had stood
in the way of the progress of the community in the past.

The leaders were especially keen in spreading modern education among Sikhs. “They spread a
network of educational institutions which aimed at providing such opportunities to the Sikhs as would
help them in acquiring modern education combined with the advantage of instruction in the Sikh
religion, Sikh history, Sikh literature and Gurmukhi (JGHH) script.”

Some of the significant achievements of the Singh Sabha Movement are the establishment of the
Khalsa (4&AT) College at Ammritsar (Wif43Hg) in 1892. There were the annual Sikh Education

Conferences which helped a great deal in spreading education among the Sikhs. Within a few decades
the percentages of literacy of the Sikhs considerably increased and the number of schools and
colleges multiplied at an astonishing speed.

The leaders of the Singh Sabha also worked tirelessly for the removal of caste prejudices, the
emancipation of women, the eradication of non-Sikh practices like polygamy, (having more than one
wife) child marriage, and female infanticide (killing of baby girls). They also promoted the
simplification of Sikh ceremonies from birth to death. The passing of the Anand ("&€) Marriage Act

in 1909 which legalized the Sikh form of marriage was a significant achievement of the Singh Sabha.

As for the political outlook, the Singh Sabha leaders were moderates, believing in constitutional
methods. The prevented violence and took care to avoid clashing with the Government. They also
adopted a method of reasoned representation in order to impress upon the government the urgency of
their demands. They would often send memoranda to the Government on issues affecting the Sikhs;
for example, development of Pafijabi (JAmHt), and representation of the Sikhs in civil services.

The popularity of the Singh Sabha Movement gave rise to a new English-educated middle class
among the Sikhs. This new class had a strong political ambition and many were militant in approach.
The common zeal for reform under the Singh Sabha movement began to dwindle down since this new
generation of Sikhs felt that their political aspirations were not met. This new class of Sikhs came to
be known as the Akalis (»@t) and they openly clashed with the government. The Akalis first fought

for the liberation of their shrines and then for the liberation of their land.
Adapted from: Sikh Review January 2006 issue
Bhai Vir Singh (37t @9 fRw)

Bhai Vir Singh was a poet, scholar, philosopher, writer, social and religious revitalizer and, above all,
an institution builder. He was born on 5 December 1872, in Ammritsar. Bhai Vir Singh was the eldest
of Dr. Caran Singh’s (3'. 995 fAu) three sons. Bhai Vir Singh was born into a family of scholars and

grew up in the holy city of Ammritsar.

© 2013 Sikh Research Institute 53



Sojht Virsa

Bhai Vir Singh had the benefit of both, the traditional native learning as well as modern English
education. He learnt Persian and Urdu and was apprenticed to Giani Harbhajan Singh, a leading
classical scholar in Sanskrit and Sikh literature. He then joined the Church Mission School,
Ammritsar and completed his examination there in 1891. At school, the conversion of some of the
students created an experience which strengthened his own religious conviction. From the Christian
missionaries’ emphasis on literary resources, he learnt how efficacious the written word could be as a
means of informing and influencing a person’s innermost being. Through his English courses, he
acquired familiarity with modern literary forms, especially the short lyric. While still at school, Bhat
Vir Singh was married, at the age of 17, to Catar Kaur, daughter of Sardar Narain Singh of
Ammritsar.

Unlike the educated young men of his time, Bhai Vir Singh was not tempted by prospects of a career
in government services. He chose for himself the calling of a writer and created material conditions
for a single minded pursuit of it. He set up a lithograph press in collaboration with Bhai Wazir Singh,
a friend of his father's, very soon after he completed his examination. As his first essays in the literary
field, Bhat Vir Singh composed somc Geography textbooks for schools.

Considered to be the forerunner of modern Pafijabi literature, Bhai Vir Singh wrote prose, novels,
poems, plays, and historical research. Bhai Vir Singh began taking active interest in the affairs of the
Singh Sabha Movement. To promote its aims and objects, he launched in 1894, the Khalsa Tract
Society. He also promoted the Sikh Educational Society (1908) and the Punjab and Sind Bank (1908).
“Interest in corporate activity directed towards community development remained Bhai Vir Singh’s
constant concern, simultaneously with his creative and scholarly pursuits.” He started publishing
Khalsa Samacar (H&HAT AHYW), the first Pafijabi daily newspaper. With the Khalsa Samacar, he tried
to bring about social and religious reform towards the importance of education, equal rights to
women, and abolition of the caste system and so on. He also helped to establish the Khalsa College in
Ammritsar. He was a great scholar, not only of Sikhi (fffl) but also Hinddiism, Buddhism,

Christianity, and Islam.

Bhat Vir Singh also edited and published the Pracin Panth Prakash (y=te U8 ya) and Janamsakhi
(A&HA™), the life story of Gurii Nanak Sahib. He organized the Chief Khalsa Divan (¥&Ar fees), a

representative body of Sikhs that was established to bring religious and social revitalization. He also
formed the Sikh educational committee for spreading education.

Finally, Bhat Vir Singh is most famous for his literary works. They include Pafijabi novels Sundari
(Fedt) (1898), Bijai Singh (fan fifw) (1899), Satvant Kaur (F3<3 &) (published in two parts, part 1
in 1900 and part 2 in 1927). These were aimed at recreating the heroic period (eighteenth century) of
Sikh history. Subhagji da Sudhar Hathim Baba Naudh Singh (FSWrt & o< et ==r g fRw),
popularly known as Baba Naudh Singh was published in book form in 1921. In 1905 Bhai Vir Singh
started writing Rana Sirat Singh (@& BIS fAw), the first Pafjabi epic. (An epic is: noting or
pertaining to a long poetic composition, usually centered upon a hero, in which a series of great
achievements or events are narrated in elevated style: Homer’s lliad is an epic poem.
www.dictionary.com) Soon after the publication of Rana Sarat Singh in book form, in 1919, he
turned to shorter poems and lyrics. One came after the other: Dil Tarang (fe® 3dar) (1920), Eral

Tupke (83% 3ud) (1921), Lahiram de Har (Bfgat € T9) (1921), Matak Hulare (He& &) (1922),
and Bijliarh de Har (fem@hat & T9) (1927). After some time came Mere Saiarh Jio (HS At #i6)
(1953). He revised and enlarged Giani Hazara Singh’s (famrat gmmar fRw) dictionary, Sri Gurd
Granth Kosh (|t 3rg afa @), originally published in 1898. Monumental in size was his annotation of

“ ==
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Bhat Santokh Singh’s (7€t A3Y W) great work, St Gur Pratap Siiraj Granth (F} 39 ysw HIH Jme),
published from 1927 to 1935 in fourteen volumes covering 6668 pages.

As soon as he completed the Sr1 Gur Pratap Siiraj Granth, he started another huge project. This was a
detailed commentary on the Gurii Granth Sahib. After a lifetime of hard work, and due to old age, in
early 1957 signs of fatigue and weakness appeared. He died shortly after, in June 1957.

Adapted from: Encyclopedia of Sikhism, www.sikh-history.com, and www.sikhreview.org

Additional recommended texts for teachers on Bhat Vir Singh.
o Gurbacan Singh Talib, and Atar Singh. Bhai Vir Singh: Life, Times and Works. ed.,
Candigar, 1973.
o Harbans Singh. Bhat Vir Singh:, Dilli, 1972
e Harbans Singh and Gurbacan Sirigh Talib. Bhai Vir Singh: Poet of the Sikhs.

Some of Bhat Vir Singh’s poetry:
His famous poem “Violet Flower’ (Banafsha - g&™enr, translated by Dr. Gopal Singh), shows the real

nature of this saintly poet:

Let my blossoms live in solitude,
Sheltered by mountain’s ledge,

Let no evil eye feast its lust on me;

I lie on world’s edge.

| seek to live in solitude.

And wither and cease;

But the eyes of the scent crusher seek me,
And break my peace.

Some translated lines of Bhat Sahib,

‘In a dream You came to me

I leapt to hold You in my embrace;

It was but a fantasy (ndr) | could not hold -
And my arms ached with longing.

Then I rushed to clasp Your feet

To lay my head thereon;

Even these I could not reach

For You were high and | was low.’

Khushwant Singh, paying a tribute, concludes “Even while he lived, people knew him only through
his writings which will live forever. Wherever the Pafjabt language is spoken, there Vir Singh’s name
will be spoken too. And whenever the Sikhs begin to doubt their faith, there will be Vir Singh’s spirit
to inspire them and beckon them to the fold.”

Source: www.sikhreview.org/december2000

gret di9 fAw
et S fRw it At € 593 3 a=1 3 5esa9 A6l MY YIs JSTAY AG| »iY i € AGH U eHE9
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© 2013 Sikh Research Institute 55


http://www.sikh-history.com/
http://www.sikhreview.org/
http://www.sikhreview.org/december2000

Sojht Virsa

iy i/ § F9Us 3 It 9Tt 5% F93 fumd /i vy nis A & BHT few ot 99 df Arfoe # v us
335 &A1 ug Al ny #t @ Hies 2 35 v fond Ao - Ag® 83 I &% AE, ALY fa3 aferies
Afoe f € T9HG 396 WS AH § 3H 56 HY 596 ATl

Y & et Hest g fHEe AEs YifiSAT 3 uIus JiSt qua & few ny it & ER uA
&St vy s AY s fod’ ufa® san 3 w2 fer TSt €3 vy / § s © soHaIr @8 A
T 13 o3 famm »iu wiusr 593t ANF vuR &' famrst AT fRw /o 3 fasfenr aee As|
famrat /it 593 991 foudt Fs)

Yy F9US 3 It nUE »iy feg Hats faaT S9¢ AG M3 B339 A8 @8 A&| THRT UTH &6 HAG »id
g dait 3 dait dadt fH® AaEt i, U iy 3 dadt aget ddit & AHST w3 v fusT @ i
Trie fiw &% 3% & <wls fde UR & I fea UR 0% gai9 vifysAe feu & fonm fer Or gat Jamet
wygg w3 YAt fasrgt g & vy Jarst St & fes 973 AT a9 & ug|

iyt & 993 It 2t 81 feu afesr foust nidg a9 fest At 8r AR Uarst 89t feu 303 we o<t
gfes™ foue Asl vy T8dt &% Urrdl feg daft afest faus &ar uBl wiy & & dait afesr &t &df
vy 7/ €t uSfRo fasmat feg Is: a7 Ao3 fiw, Hedt, fan fiw, ASES dT »3 Hed B3|

iy #t = FEg 837 fHeT 3 dar Al niy feuR € fuwe Asl vy # § feais g3 uAe M mu
oIt aAfantt &% gu3 funig Al fer &t iy 7/t 3 g%, St&, grfHnt, uarst »i3 efaniet Fagt
§J3 Hed afeswt faint g5

vy g6 acuo g feg AT fanmar o8| 3t Ao 3° A &5 a1 96, UT niusint Jeet J9d AeT
18e gfozdll

Picture from: http://www.sikh-heritage.co.uk/writers/Vir%20singh/vir.jpg
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Picture from:
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.punjabilok.com/poetry/images/bhai_vir_singh.j
pg&imgrefurl=http://www.punjabilok.com/poetry/bhai_vir_singh.htm&h=213&w=150&sz=6&tbnid
=rOXJGOdPEKYwWFM:&tbnh=101&tbnw=71&hl=en&start=1&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dbhai%2BV
ir%2BSingh%26svnum%3D10%26h1%3Den%261r%3D%265a%3DG

Bhai Vir Singh’s room
Picture from:
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.tribuneindia.com/2005/20050609/al.jpg&imgr
efurl=http://www.tribuneindia.com/2005/20050609/aplus.htm&h=173&w=230&sz=78&tbnid=1Ugj
Knu6VQ_b1M:&thnh=77&tbnw=103&hl=en&start=5&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dbhai%2BVir%2BSi
ngh%26svnum%3D10%26h1%3Den%261r%3D%265a%3DG
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and they left the Arya Samaj for good. They joined hands with Gurmukh Singh and threw themselves
whole-heartedly into the Singh Sabha work.

Giant Ditt Singh sported a powerful pen and was equally at home in prose as well as in verse. He
wrote more than forty books and pamphlets on Sikh theology and history and on current politics.
Well-known among his works are: Gurli Nanak Prabodh (dId & Y¥T), Gurii Arjan Carittar (@g

WIAG TI139), Dambh Bidaran (8% f&ews), Durga Prabodh (89ar y&d), Panth Prabodh (U8 ygo),
Raj Prabodh (@ y&u), Mera ate Sadha Dayanand da Sambad (HS™ »3 A'g T@ée & Hawe), Nakli
Sikh Prabodh (5a@t fAd y&a) and Panth Sudhar Binai Pattar (08 Fe9 fgs U33). He also published
accounts of the martyrdom of Bhat Tara Singh (37€t 39 fRw), Bhai Subeg Singh (37t HaaT fRW),
Bhai Mahtab Singh (7€t Ho3™g fRw), Bhai Garja Singh (3¢t a9 fAw) and Bhai Bota Singh (37t
837 fAw). Dit Singh’s marriage took place in Lahaur in 1880 according to the Sikh tradition. His wife,
Bishan Kaur (fgma &9), shared his religious zeal and the couple had a happy married life. They had
two children, a son, Baldev Singh (‘a?%@%' Fﬁ’w), born in 1886, and a daughter, Vidyavant Kaur
(feew<3 39), born in 1890. Giani Dit Singh was very fond of his wife. Her death, on 17 June, 1901,

was a great sadness to him. He had already been under a strain owing to persistently heavy work since
the death, in 1898, of Gurmukh Singh. He still continued to work with patience and fortitude, but his
health deteriorated rapidly and he fell seriously ill. He was treated but even with best efforts it was of
no avail. Giani Dit Singh died in Lahaur on 6 September 1901. The loss was mourned widely by the
Sikhs. A 15-member memorial committee was formed with Bhai Arjan Singh Bagariam (37t mJrs
fRw =arEing®) as chairman. Notable memorials honoring his name were Giani Ditt Singh Khalsa
Boarding House in Lahaur and Bhat Dit Singh Library opened at the Sikh Kanya Mahavidyala (frd
&&Wr Hafeew®T) Firozpur by Bhai Takht Singh (37 3u3 fiw), one of his former students and a
close friend.

Bibliography
e Harbans Singh, Dr (Ed.), The Encyclopedia of Sikhism
o Amar Siigh Giani: Singh Sabhd Lahar de Ugghe Sardcalak Giant Dit Singh ji. Ammritsar,
1902
Daljit Singh: Sirigh Sabha de Modhi Giant Dit Sirigh Ji. Ammvritsar, 1951
Jagjit Singh: Singh Sabha Lahar. Ludhiana, 1974
Harbans Sirigh: The Heritage of the Sikhs. Dilli, 1983
Jolly, Surjit Kaur: Sikh Revivalist Movements. Dilli, 1988
Gurmukh Singh, Prof.: My Attempted Excommunication from the Sikh Temples and the
Khaisa Community at Faridkotin 1887. Lahaur, 1898 Cds. S.
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Singh Sabha (ffwr A8T) Movement and significant achievements
The Singh Sabha Movement was a part of the great Sikh (f¥) revitalization of the mid-19" century.

The leaders of this movement believed that the values of the East and the West should blend together
instead of being in conflict with each other. The leaders of the Singh Sabha Movement wanted to use
the advantages and many innovations of the British. They urged all Sikhs to assimilate the merits of
Western thought and scholarship. They rightly felt that the prejudice against Western ideas had stood
in the way of the progress of the community in the past.

The leaders were especially keen in spreading modern education among Sikhs. “They spread a
network of educational institutions which aimed at providing such opportunities to the Sikhs as would
help them in acquiring modern education combined with the advantage of instruction in the Sikh
religion, Sikh history, Sikh literature and Gurmukhi (I@HHt) script.”

Some of the significant achievements of the Singh Sabha Movement are the establishment of the
Khalsa (4&AT) College at Ammritsar (mfy3Ag) in 1892. There were the annual Sikh Education

Conferences which helped a great deal in spreading education among the Sikhs. Within a few decades
the percentages of literacy of the Sikhs considerably increased and the number of schools and
colleges multiplied at an astonishing speed.

The leaders of the Singh Sabha also worked tirelessly for the removal of caste prejudices, the
emancipation of women, the eradication of non-Sikh practices like polygamy, (having more than one
wife) child marriage, and female infanticide (killing of baby girls). They also promoted the
simplification of Sikh ceremonies from birth to death. The passing of the Anand (&<) Marriage Act

in 1909 which legalized the Sikh form of marriage was a significant achievement of the Singh Sabha.

As for the political outlook, the Singh Sabha leaders were moderates, believing in constitutional
methods. The prevented violence and took care to avoid clashing with the Government. They also
adopted a method of reasoned representation in order to impress upon the government the urgency of
their demands. They would often send memoranda to the Government on issues affecting the Sikhs;
for example, development of Pafijabi (JAmHt), and representation of the Sikhs in civil services.

The popularity of the Singh Sabha Movement gave rise to a new English-educated middle class
among the Sikhs. This new class had a strong political ambition and many were militant in approach.
The common zeal for reform under the Singh Sabha movement began to dwindle down since this new
generation of Sikhs felt that their political aspirations were not met. This new class of Sikhs came to
be known as the Akalis (»a&t) and they openly clashed with the government. The Akalis first fought

for the liberation of their shrines and then for the liberation of their land.
Adapted from: Sikh Review January 2006 issue
Bhai Vir Singh (37t @9 fRw)

Bhai Vir Singh was a poet, scholar, philosopher, writer, social and religious revitalizer and, above all,
an institution builder. He was born on 5 December 1872, in Ammritsar. Bhai Vir Singh was the eldest
of Dr. Caran Singh’s (3. 99 fRw) three sons. Bhat Vir Singh was born into a family of scholars and

grew up in the holy city of Ammritsar.

Bhat Vir Singh had the benefit of both, the traditional native learning as well as modern English
education. He learnt Persian and Urdu and was apprenticed to Giani Harbhajan Singh, a leading
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classical scholar in Sanskrit and Sikh literature. He then joined the Church Mission School,
Ammritsar and completed his examination there in 1891. At school, the conversion of some of the
students created an experience which strengthened his own religious conviction. From the Christian
missionaries’ emphasis on literary resources, he learnt how efficacious the written word could be as a
means of informing and influencing a person's innermost being. Through his English courses, he
acquired familiarity with modern literary forms, especially the short lyric. While still at school, Bhai
Vir Singh was married, at the age of 17, to Catar Kaur, daughter of Sardar Narain Singh of
Ammritsar.

Unlike the educated young men of his time, Bhat Vir Singh was not tempted by prospects of a career
in government services. He chose for himself the calling of a writer and created material conditions
for a single minded pursuit of it. He set up a lithograph press in collaboration with Bhai Wazir Singh,
a friend of his father's, very soon after he completed his examination. As his first essays in the literary
field, Bhai Vir Singh composed somc Geography textbooks for schools.

Considered to be the forerunner of modern Paifijabi literature, Bhai Vir Singh wrote prose, novels,
poems, plays, and historical research. Bhai Vir Singh began taking active interest in the affairs of the
Singh Sabha Movement. To promote its aims and objects, he launched in 1894, the Khalsa Tract
Society. He also promoted the Sikh Educational Society (1908) and the Punjab and Sind Bank (1908).
“Interest in corporate activity directed towards community development remained Bhai Vir Singh’s
constant concern, simultaneously with his creative and scholarly pursuits.” He started publishing
Khalsa Samacar (H&HAT AHYW), the first Pafijabi daily newspaper. With the Khalsa Samacar, he tried
to bring about social and religious reform towards the importance of education, equal rights to
women, and abolition of the caste system and so on. He also helped to establish the Khalsa College in
Ammritsar. He was a great scholar, not only of Sikhi (ffl) but also Hinddiism, Buddhism,

Christianity, and Islam.

Bhat Vir Singh also edited and published the Pracin Panth Prakash (y=te Ug yam) and Janamsakhi
(AeHATHY), the life story of Gurii Nanak Sahib. He organized the Chief Khalsa Divan (¥&Ar feews), a

representative body of Sikhs that was established to bring religious and social revitalization. He also
formed the Sikh educational committee for spreading education.

Finally, Bhat Vir Singh is most famous for his literary works. They include Paifijabi novels Sundari
(Fedt) (1898), Bijai Singh (far fRw) (1899), Satvant Kaur (F3<3 &) (published in two parts, part 1
in 1900 and part 2 in 1927). These were aimed at recreating the heroic period (eighteenth century) of
Sikh history. Subhagji da Sudhar Hathirh Baba Naudh Singh (B3t € o< et Irer g fRw),
popularly known as Baba Naudh Singh was published in book form in 1921. In 1905 Bhai Vir Singh
started writing Rana Surat Singh (I& HI3 fAw), the first Pafjabi epic. (An epic is: noting or
pertaining to a long poetic composition, usually centered upon a hero, in which a series of great
achievements or events are narrated in elevated style: Homer’s lliad is an epic poem.
wwwe.dictionary.com) Soon after the publication of Rana Sarat Singh in book form, in 1919, he
turned to shorter poems and lyrics. One came after the other: Dil Tarang (fe® 3dar) (1920), Eral
Tupke (898 3ud) (1921), Lahirarh de Har (&fagt € 79) (1921), Matak Hulare (Hed g&W) (1922),
and Bijltarh de Har (fsm@bat @ T9) (1927). After some time came Mere Safarh Jio (RS At #iS)
(1953). He revised and enlarged Giani Hazara Singh’s (famrat gmmer fRw) dictionary, Sri Gurd
Granth Kosh (dt a1g g am), originally published in 1898. Monumental in size was his annotation of
Bhat Santokh Singh’s (7€ A3y fRw) great work, Sti Gur Pratap Straj Granth (Ht 39 Y3 5 dH),
published from 1927 to 1935 in fourteen volumes covering 6668 pages.
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As soon as he completed the SrT Gur Pratap Straj Granth, he started another huge project. This was a
detailed commentary on the Gurii Granth Sahib. After a lifetime of hard work, and due to old age, in
early 1957 signs of fatigue and weakness appeared. He died shortly after, in June 1957.

Adapted from: Encyclopedia of Sikhism, www.sikh-history.com, and www.sikhreview.org

Additional recommended texts for teachers on Bhat Vir Singh:
o Gurbacan Singh Talib, and Atar Singh. Bhai Vir Singh. Life, Times and Works. ed.,
Candigar, 1973.
e Harbans Sirgh. Bhat Vir Singh:, Dilli, 1972
e Harbans Sirgh and Gurbacan Sirigh Talib. Bhat Vir Singh: Poet of the Sikhs.

Some of Bhat Vir Singh’s poetry:
His famous poem “Violet Flower’ (Banafsha - g&2mr, translated by Dr. Gopal Singh), shows the real

nature of this saintly poet:

Let my blossoms live in solitude,
Sheltered by mountain’s ledge,

Let no evil eye feast its lust on me;

I lie on world’s edge.

| seek to live in solitude.

And wither and cease;

But the eyes of the scent crusher seek me,
And break my peace.

Some translated lines of Bhat Sahib,

‘In a dream You came to me

| leapt to hold You in my embrace;

It was but a fantasy (ndar) I could not hold -
And my arms ached with longing.

Then I rushed to clasp Your feet

To lay my head thereon;

Even these | could not reach

For You were high and | was low.’

Khushwant Singh, paying a tribute, concludes “Even while he lived, people knew him only through
his writings which will live forever. Wherever the Pafjabt language is spoken, there Vir Singh’s name
will be spoken too. And whenever the Sikhs begin to doubt their faith, there will be Vir Singh’s spirit
to inspire them and beckon them to the fold.”

Source: www.sikhreview.org/december2000
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