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Grade: 8 
Course: Virsā (ivrsw) 
Lesson Number: 14 
Unit Name: Sikh (isK) Tensions in the 19th Century 
Title: Introduction to the Gadar (gdr) Movement 
 
Standards 
Standard 2: Sikh Tensions in the 19th Century 

• Students identify the uneasy relationship between the Rāj (rwj) and the ĐAlsA (^wlsw). 
o Students will understand the uneasy relationship between these forces: Dalīp ƓiOgh (dlIp 

isMG), Mutiny of 1857, Sikh enlistment in the army, ƓiOgh Sabhā (isMG sBw) Movement, 
Gadar (gdr) Movement, Babbar Akālīs (b`br AkwlI), Gurduārā (gurduAwrw) Reform 
Movement, Bhagat Singh and Udham ƓiOgh (Bgq isMG Aqy auDm isMG), etc. 

o  Students will understand the two forces within Sikh sociological history–resistance 
(ĐAlsA) versus accommodation and connivance (Dillī Sarkār - id`lI srkwr/Outside 
Forces). 

 
Objectives 

1. Students will be introduced to the Gadar Movement. 
 
Prerequisites 

• Previous lessons on ƓiOgh Sabhā Movement. 
 
Materials 

• Readings and discussion questions 
• Chart paper or Board 
• Chalk/Markers 
 

Advanced Preparation 
• Carefully look over reading and questions. 

 
Engagement (10 to 15 minutes) 

• Ask the students to think about how the Sikhs felt about the British after the ƓiOgh Sabhā 
Movement.  

• Listen to all responses. You will get mixed responses, try and connect to the Gadar 
Movement. 

• Ask the students if they have heard about the Gadar Movement. 
• Listen to all responses, correct inaccurate responses. You can also record all responses on the 

board to give a visual to the students.  
• If no one knows anything about the movement, provide a brief introduction. 

 
Exploration (35 minutes) 

• Hand out reading to every student and ask them to read silently, or you may ask the students 
to take a page each while you read aloud to the entire group. 

• Then begin to ask discussion questions. 
• Monitor the discussion. 
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Explanation/ Extension (5-10 minutes) 

• Again ask the students to think of similar movements they have studied in school. For 
example like the American Revolution, which is about when the colonists were trying to free 
themselves from British Rule in the United States. 

• Ask students how these other movements are similar to the Gadar movement or the ƓiOgh 
Sabhā Movement? What brings about these kinds of movements? 

 
Evaluation (On-going) 

• You may evaluate students on their discussion, class participation, and understanding of 
material.  
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Teacher Resources 
 

Gadar (gdr) Movement 
Many Sikhs and Pañjābī (pMjwbI) Hindūs were sent to Canada for labor work since Canada was under 
British rule at the time. However, some of them crossed over the border to the United States and 
settled in places mostly along the West Coast in cities such as Portland, Stockton, San Francisco, San 
Jose, and Los Angeles. They created places of worship like Gurduārās (gurduAwrw) and established 
societies. However, they were subject to cruel laws preventing them from owning property or voting. 
 
Many Sikhs and Hindū Pañjābīs who had experienced the freedom outside British colonial rule in the 
United States began a movement to free Hindostān from the British in the early 1900s, which was 
popularly known as the Gadar movement. The name which translates to mutiny (revolt against 
authority), was the name given to the newspaper edited and published for the Association of the 
Pacific Coast which was founded at Portland, USA, in 1912. 
 
It is said that in 1908 about 5000 Indians had entered Canada. Many of them were studying at 
prominent universities. They got together and began the Indo-American National Association. A 
number of the members of this association were from prominent universities like Stanford and 
Harvard. 
 
The majority of the Indians that came to the United States and Canada were Sikhs from the rural 
farming middle class and many were ex-servicemen. People like Amar ƓiOgh (Amr isMG) and Gopāl 
ƓiOgh (gopwl isMG), who were in the United States in 1905 started preaching against the British. Tarak 
Nāth Dās (qrk nwQ dws) and Rām Nāth Purī (rwm nwQ purI) followed shortly after. They also started a 
paper called the Āzādī kā circular (AwzwdI kw srkulr) in Urdū. This paper was sent to the armed 
forces in Hindostān to arouse them too against the British rule in Hindostān. The Canadian 
government, which was under British rule, started harassing them. White labor was encouraged to 
harass foreign labor. The Canadian government further tightened the entry of the Indians into Canada. 
 
In order to fight these unjust immigration laws, the Indians (mostly Sikhs) organized the ĐAlsA 
Divān (^wlsw idvwn) Society in Vancouver in 1907. That same year, under the leadership of Bhāī 
Bhāg ƓiOgh Bhikkhīvind (BweI Bwg isMG iB`KIivMd), the Indian immigrants organized the Hindostān 
Association. Its main objective was to establish Indian rule in India. This association also started two 
newspapers, Pardesī ĐAlsA (prdysI ^wlsw) in Pañjābī and Svadesh Sevak (sÍdyS syvk) in Urdū. These 
activities began to awaken the Indian immigrants and individuals like Bābā Sohan ƓiOgh Bhakhnā 
(bwbw sohn isMG BKnw), Harnām ƓiOgh Tundīlat (hrnwm isMG quMdIlq) and many others, who pondered 
over these unfair and unjust issues. 
 
The First World War broke out in July 1914. On 5 August, leading members of the Gadar party 
declared war on the British and decided to take advantage of the fact that the British were also 
fighting the First World War. 
 
However, the Gadar movement really began to take off in Portland when, in 1912, the Hindostānī 
Association of the Pacific coast was formed. Bābā Sohan ƓiOgh Bhakhnā became its president and 
G.D. Kumār (jI. fI. kumwr) the general secretary, later this position was taken over by Lālā Hardayāl 
(lwlw hrdXwl). The aim of the party was explained as: “Today there begins in foreign lands… a war 
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against British Rāj (rwj)… What is your name? Gadar! What is your work? Gadar! Where will Gadar 
break out? In India! The time will come soon when rifles and blood will take place of pen and ink.” 
 
Simply put, their aim was to get rid of the British Rāj in Hindostān through an armed rebellion. 
 
The first issue of their publication, Gadar, came out in Urdū in November 1913, and a few weeks later 
in Pañjābī. The paper was distributed to politico-Indian centers in the United States, Canada, 
Philippines, Fiji, Sumatra, Japan, Shanghai, Hong Kong, Hankow, Java, Singapore, Malaya Siam, 
Burma, India, and East Africa. Occasionally, Gadar published the following advertisement: 
 
Wanted: Enthusiastic and heroic soldiers for organizing Gadar in Hindostān 
Remuneration: Death 
Reward: Martyrdom 
Pension: Freedom 
Field of work: Hindostān 
  
The Gadar party president often visited the Indian groups to exhort them to join the freedom 
movement. The party’s plan was to invade Kashmīr (kSmIr) from China, then go for the Pañjāb, 
followed by other provinces. The members started getting training in the use of weapons and making 
of bombs; several got training in flying aircrafts also. The party carried out considerable propaganda 
in Japan. 
 
Bābā Sohan ƓiOgh Bhakhanā and his companions left for India on 22 August 1914. On 29 August 
1914, the first ship, with 26 Indians, left Vancouver and on the same day another ship, with about 65 
Indians, left from San Francisco for India. According to government records, 2312 Indian Gadar men 
had entered Hindostān between Oct 1914 and February 1915. They continued to enter Hindostān and 
their number increased to more than 8000. 
 
While in Hindostān, the Gadar party established a new press and published small pamphlets such as: 
Gadar Sandesh (gdr sMdyS), Ailān-e-ƉaOg (AYlwn-ey-jMg), Tilak (iqlk), Nādar Maukā (nwdr mOkw), and 
many others. The party also had factories that produced armaments. The party members also 
contacted students. Contacts were made with ƁaOgAl (bMgwl) revolutionaries such as Rās Bihārī Bos 
(rws ibhwrI bos). 
 
When the preparations were completed, the party executives met in February of 1915 and decided to 
start the rebellion on 21 February. Their plan was to simultaneously attack and capture ƌīAM Mīr 
(mIAW mIr) and Firozpur (iProzpur) cantonments. The 128th Pioneer and 12 cavalry were to capture 
ƌeraT (myrT) Cantonment and then proceed to Delhi. 
 
The British government had the intelligence posted at railway stations in cities and in important 
villages. In fact, the government had even managed to plant informers in the Gadar party itself. Even 
though the British government was well aware of the Gadar party’s movements, they were still able to 
murder policemen, informers, and attempts were made to derail trains and blow up bridges. When the 
Indian police was informed about their plan to attack, several different places were raided and 13 of 
the Gadar men were arrested. Arrests of Gadar men took place all over Pañjāb. The rebellion was 
smashed by the government even before it really began. 
 
The Gadar men were tried by a special tribunal which was known as the Lāhaur (lwhOr) conspiracy. In 
all 291 people were tried and 42 were sentenced to death. Others received lighter sentences from life 
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in prison to being acquitted. Confiscation of property was ordered in many cases. No one appealed 
against these punishments. The contacts that the Gadar party had made with other countries, like 
Germany, Turkey, and China also failed to provide the Gadar men with enough resources to be 
successful. 
 
Although the movement was suppressed, it provided a foundation for the Akali movement which 
followed a few years later. The Gadar leaders were especially prominent among the Babbar Akālīs 
(b`br AkwlI). 
 
Adapted from: Harbans ƓiOgh, The Encyclopedia of Sikhism 
 
Discussion Questions: 

1. In what ways was it difficult for the Gadar men to be successful in their mission? 
2. What would you have done if you were in “their shoes” or in their place? How would you 

act? 
3. Do you believe the Gadar men received a fair punishment or fair trial for what they were 

doing? What would you have done if you were the judge? 
4. (Note to Teacher) Feel free to ask your own additional questions.  

 
Homework:  
The Gadar men faced a great deal of discrimination when they came to the United States and Canada. 
Interview a Sikh person who currently resides in the United States, Canada, or the United Kingdom 
and came to the country in the 1970s or earlier. Ask them about what types of discrimination they 
faced and share it with your teacher and classmates. If you cannot find someone who came in the 
1970s imagine a dialogue and write your thoughts about what it may have been like. 



Sojhī Virsā 

© 2013 Sikh Research Institute Printable Resources 

 

 
Picture from: 
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.punjabilok.com/poetry/images/bhai_vir_singh.j
pg&imgrefurl=http://www.punjabilok.com/poetry/bhai_vir_singh.htm&h=213&w=150&sz=6&tbnid
=rOXJG0dPEKYwFM:&tbnh=101&tbnw=71&hl=en&start=1&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dbhai%2BV
ir%2BSingh%26svnum%3D10%26hl%3Den%26lr%3D%26sa%3DG 

 
 

 
Bhāī Vīr ƓiOgh’s house 

 
 

 
Bhāī Vīr ƓiOgh’s room 

Picture from: 
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.tribuneindia.com/2005/20050609/a1.jpg&imgr
efurl=http://www.tribuneindia.com/2005/20050609/aplus.htm&h=173&w=230&sz=78&tbnid=1Ugj
Knu6VQ_b1M:&tbnh=77&tbnw=103&hl=en&start=5&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dbhai%2BVir%2BSi
ngh%26svnum%3D10%26hl%3Den%26lr%3D%26sa%3DG 
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Gadar (gdr) Movement 

Many Sikhs and Pañjābī (pMjwbI) Hindūs were sent to Canada for labor work since Canada was under 
British rule at the time. However, some of them crossed over the border to the United States and 
settled in places mostly along the West Coast in cities such as Portland, Stockton, San Francisco, San 
Jose, and Los Angeles. They created places of worship like Gurduārās (gurduAwrw) and established 
societies. However, they were subject to cruel laws preventing them from owning property or voting. 
 
Many Sikhs and Hindū Pañjābīs who had experienced the freedom outside British colonial rule in the 
United States began a movement to free Hindostān from the British in the early 1900s, which was 
popularly known as the Gadar movement. The name which translates to mutiny (revolt against 
authority), was the name given to the newspaper edited and published for the Association of the 
Pacific Coast which was founded at Portland, USA, in 1912. 
 
It is said that in 1908 about 5000 Indians had entered Canada. Many of them were studying at 
prominent universities. They got together and began the Indo-American National Association. A 
number of the members of this association were from prominent universities like Stanford and 
Harvard. 
 
The majority of the Indians that came to the United States and Canada were Sikhs from the rural 
farming middle class and many were ex-servicemen. People like Amar ƓiOgh (Amr isMG) and Gopāl 
ƓiOgh (gopwl isMG), who were in the United States in 1905 started preaching against the British. Tarak 
Nāth Dās (qrk nwQ dws) and Rām Nāth Purī (rwm nwQ purI) followed shortly after. They also started a 
paper called the Āzādī kā circular (AwzwdI kw srkulr) in Urdū. This paper was sent to the armed 
forces in Hindostān to arouse them too against the British rule in Hindostān. The Canadian 
government, which was under British rule, started harassing them. White labor was encouraged to 
harass foreign labor. The Canadian government further tightened the entry of the Indians into Canada. 
 
In order to fight these unjust immigration laws, the Indians (mostly Sikhs) organized the ĐAlsA 
Divān (^wlsw idvwn) Society in Vancouver in 1907. That same year, under the leadership of Bhāī 
Bhāg ƓiOgh Bhikkhīvind (BweI Bwg isMG iB`KIivMd), the Indian immigrants organized the Hindostān 
Association. Its main objective was to establish Indian rule in India. This association also started two 
newspapers, Pardesī ĐAlsA (prdysI ^wlsw) in Pañjābī and Svadesh Sevak (sÍdyS syvk) in Urdū. These 
activities began to awaken the Indian immigrants and individuals like Bābā Sohan ƓiOgh Bhakhnā 
(bwbw sohn isMG BKnw), Harnām ƓiOgh Tundīlat (hrnwm isMG quMdIlq) and many others, who pondered 
over these unfair and unjust issues. 
 
The First World War broke out in July 1914. On 5 August, leading members of the Gadar party 
declared war on the British and decided to take advantage of the fact that the British were also 
fighting the First World War. 
 
However, the Gadar movement really began to take off in Portland when, in 1912, the Hindostānī 
Association of the Pacific coast was formed. Bābā Sohan ƓiOgh Bhakhnā became its president and 
G.D. Kumār (jI. fI. kumwr) the general secretary, later this position was taken over by Lālā Hardayāl 
(lwlw hrdXwl). The aim of the party was explained as: “Today there begins in foreign lands… a war 
against British Rāj (rwj)… What is your name? Gadar! What is your work? Gadar! Where will Gadar 
break out? In India! The time will come soon when rifles and blood will take place of pen and ink.” 
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Simply put, their aim was to get rid of the British Rāj in Hindostān through an armed rebellion. 
 
The first issue of their publication, Gadar, came out in Urdū in November 1913, and a few weeks later 
in Pañjābī. The paper was distributed to politico-Indian centers in the United States, Canada, 
Philippines, Fiji, Sumatra, Japan, Shanghai, Hong Kong, Hankow, Java, Singapore, Malaya Siam, 
Burma, India, and East Africa. Occasionally, Gadar published the following advertisement: 
 
Wanted: Enthusiastic and heroic soldiers for organizing Gadar in Hindostān 
Remuneration: Death 
Reward: Martyrdom 
Pension: Freedom 
Field of work: Hindostān 
  
The Gadar party president often visited the Indian groups to exhort them to join the freedom 
movement. The party’s plan was to invade Kashmīr (kSmIr) from China, then go for the Pañjāb, 
followed by other provinces. The members started getting training in the use of weapons and making 
of bombs; several got training in flying aircrafts also. The party carried out considerable propaganda 
in Japan. 
 
Bābā Sohan ƓiOgh Bhakhanā and his companions left for India on 22 August 1914. On 29 August 
1914, the first ship, with 26 Indians, left Vancouver and on the same day another ship, with about 65 
Indians, left from San Francisco for India. According to government records, 2312 Indian Gadar men 
had entered Hindostān between Oct 1914 and February 1915. They continued to enter Hindostān and 
their number increased to more than 8000. 
 
While in Hindostān, the Gadar party established a new press and published small pamphlets such as: 
Gadar Sandesh (gdr sMdyS), Ailān-e-ƉaOg (AYlwn-ey-jMg), Tilak (iqlk), Nādar Maukā (nwdr mOkw), and 
many others. The party also had factories that produced armaments. The party members also 
contacted students. Contacts were made with ƁaOgAl (bMgwl) revolutionaries such as Rās Bihārī Bos 
(rws ibhwrI bos). 
 
When the preparations were completed, the party executives met in February of 1915 and decided to 
start the rebellion on 21 February. Their plan was to simultaneously attack and capture ƌīAM Mīr 
(mIAW mIr) and Firozpur (iProzpur) cantonments. The 128th Pioneer and 12 cavalry were to capture 
ƌeraT (myrT) Cantonment and then proceed to Delhi. 
 
The British government had the intelligence posted at railway stations in cities and in important 
villages. In fact, the government had even managed to plant informers in the Gadar party itself. Even 
though the British government was well aware of the Gadar party’s movements, they were still able to 
murder policemen, informers, and attempts were made to derail trains and blow up bridges. When the 
Indian police was informed about their plan to attack, several different places were raided and 13 of 
the Gadar men were arrested. Arrests of Gadar men took place all over Pañjāb. The rebellion was 
smashed by the government even before it really began. 
 
The Gadar men were tried by a special tribunal which was known as the Lāhaur (lwhOr) conspiracy. In 
all 291 people were tried and 42 were sentenced to death. Others received lighter sentences from life 
in prison to being acquitted. Confiscation of property was ordered in many cases. No one appealed 
against these punishments. The contacts that the Gadar party had made with other countries, like 


