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Reading 1: Dalip Singh
From Lahaur (&dJ9) to Elveden (1838-1893)
The early years of Dalip Singh’s (88U fAw) life were set against the rich background of the court

and the lavish palaces and gardens of Lahaur. He had the best horses and elephants to ride, including
the opportunity to hunt. He received a royal education with two tutors, one for Persian and the other
one for Gurmukhi (IdH4). The love from his mother was all around him and he was treated royally,

living like a king. However, all that soon came to an end when the brutalities of politics invaded.

Following the defeat of the Sikh (fAd) Army in 1846, Dalip Singh’s kingdom was reduced to half its
size and there was a British resident installed in Lahaur. After the second Jang Hind-Paiijab (Far fde-
Arg) (commonly known as Anglo-Sikh War) concluded, the British entered Lahaur and sent Dalip
Singh into exile, to a town called Fatahgarh (€3Jd13). He left behind all of his riches, including his

throne and palace, never to return. Fatahgarh was also a center of missionary activity in Northern
India and that is where Dalip Singh became a Christian.

A vyear later Dalip Singh set sail for England where he was an immediate success with Queen
Victoria. She even commissioned the best portrait painter of the day, Franz Xavier Winterhalter, to
paint Dalip Singh during one of his numerous stays at Buckingham Palace.

Dalip Singh lived in Scotland throughout his teens and into his twenties. He quickly became the
center of attention there, and the locals would refer to him as the “The Black Prince of Perthshire.”
He became even more popular, as the years passed, with his lavish receptions.

In the 1860s he returned to India to try to rescue his mother from political exile in Nepal. This visit
was quite difficult for the young man since he did not expect the enthusiastic welcome from ex-
courtiers and Sikh soldiers. Mother and son returned to London. For the next four years they were a
regular sight in British society. However, suddenly in 1863, Dalip Singh’s mother died. While they
were together for those short four years she took time out and helped him remember more about his
past.

Once again, he returned to India but this time to cremate his mother. Afterwards, he did not return to
Scotland alone. He went with his new wife, Bamba Muller. She was part Ethiopian and part German,
an Arabic-speaking girl from a Cairo mission school.

His new home in Elveden, selected and purchased for him by the India office, was transformed into a
huge palace with large pictures of his father Ranjit Singh and his brother Sher Singh. The whole
place was a powerful reminder of his former status.

Dalip Singh loved Elveden and even rebuilt the church, cottages, and the schools there. Dalip Singh
became famous as a game shooter and would even invite the Prince of Wales to his highly popular
shoots. Dalip Singh and Bamba had six children at Elveden.

Despite his English education, royal life style and European glamour, the Sikh spirit was hibernating
in the sub-conscious mind of Dalip Singh. In 1886 he made up his mind to return to India and place
himself as the moral head of the Sikh people, but he was arrested at Aden and sent back to Europe.

With his Sikh spirit and thought still very much alive, he decided to establish secret contacts with the
Panjab (JAms), Irish revolutionaries, and the Russian government. Before his intended march to India,

Dalip Singh was reinitiated into Sikhi by taking Ammrit (fH3).
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Unfortunately, his desire to reinsert himself as “the lawful sovereign of the Sikh nation” was too late.
His health broke down and he suffered an epileptic fit alone in a room of the Hotel de la Tremouille
in Paris. He died on 22 October 1893.

Adapted from: Anglo Sikh Heritage Trail website (http://www.asht.info/)

Reading 2: Dalip Singh
Dalip Singh was born on 6 September 1838. He is the son of Sardar (AS€9) Ranjit Singh (ISHI3

fRw) and Jind Kaur (ffe 39). The young Dalip Singh came to the throne of Paiijab in 1843
succeeding his half brother Sher Singh (RS fRw). After the close of the Second Jang Hind-Paijab

(commonly known as Anglo-Sikh War) and the annexation of Pafijab in 1849, he was removed at the
age of 11 by the East India Company. He was separated from his mother and sent to England. Dalip
Singh’s arrival at the shores of England in 1854, changed his life completely. Her Majesty Queen
Victoria and her husband showered affection towards him.

Dalip Singh was treated like an adopted son of the Queen Majesty. He was encouraged to mingle with
the household and play with the younger Princes and holiday with them at the Osborne House. The
Royal family enjoyed his company, especially his native ways. When he had his first son the Queen
and the Prince became the godparents. Dalip Singh was invited to almost every Royal gathering and
wedding and enjoyed giving lavish parties himself.

Dalip Singh had six children from his first wife Bamba Muller (daughter of a German merchant).
Their names in order are Princes Victor, Frederick, and Albert Dalip Singh, and Princesses Bamba,
Catherine and Sophia Dalip Singh. The children led their very own, and sometimes personal, lives.
From his second wife, Ada, he had two daughters, Princesses Pauline and Irene Dalip Singh. Dalip
Singh died in Paris in 1893, and is buried in Elveden Church beside his first wife and his son Prince
Edward Albert Dalip Singh.

Adapted from: The official website on Dalip Singh www.duleepsingh.com

Reading 3: Dalip Singh
Dalip Singh was born in Lahaur on 6 September 1838, and was the last Maharaja during the Sikh Raj
(@) of Panjab. He was the youngest son of the legendary ruler of Pafijab Ranjit Singh and the

Messalina of Paiijab, Jind Kaur (ffe &g). There are some questions about the spelling of his name.

Among the possibilities are: Dhulip, Dulip, Dhalip, Dhuleep and Dalip. But he used Duleep when
writing himself. Official letters and documents sometimes refer to him as ‘Dalip, Maharaja Duleep
Singh, the Maharaja of Lahaur and the King of the Sikh Empire.’

The young Dalip Singh came to the throne of Pafijab in 1843, succeeding his half brother, Maharaja
Sher Singh (HIS™ AJ fAw). At the age of eleven he was deposed by the East India Company and

separated from his mother. He was placed in the care of Dr. John Login. He handed over, in
controversial circumstances, the Kohindr (&Uﬂg—o’) diamond to Queen Victoria as part of the terms of

the conclusion of war. His health at the time was reported poor and he was restricted as to who he
could meet. No Indians, except trusted servants, could meet him in private. As policy, he was to be
Anglicized in every possible respect.

In 1853, under the direction of his long- time retainer Bhajan Lal (376 &) (himself a Christian
convert) he was converted to Christianity at Fatahgarh with the approval of the Governor-General,

© 2013 Sikh Research Institute Printable Resources


http://www.duleepsingh.com/

